
ST. JOHN’S MAR THOMA CHURCHST. JOHN’S MAR THOMA CHURCH

NEWSLETTER | ISSUE V | JULY 2022NEWSLETTER | ISSUE V | JULY 2022

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of 
your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest” - Leviticus 19:9



From the Vicar’s Desk

To the faithful believers of St. John’s Mar Thoma Church, Michigan

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

I thank and praise God for the multitude of blessings we have experienced in the past 
months. As a young and small parish, we have our struggles with getting up to speed. But by 
the grace of God, we are able to do the best we can. I truly appreciate all the effort that each 
and every family takes to make our worship pleasing to God and all our church activities run 
smoothly. At the church picnic held in July, many parishioners worked to make it a success. 
All those who attended had a wonderful time. When we come together, we can do many 
wonderful things. 

Attaining the Crown of Life

In our recent Wednesday Online Bible Studies, we have been going through the Epistle of 
James. This small letter is a guide on practical Christianity. St. James wrote to a community 
facing persecution for their faith. In addition, there were some in those churches who failed 
to practice what they heard in the worship. We also may fail in that regard. Yet, the Letter 
reminds us and is also echoed in our Constitution, that as Christians, we have the 
responsibility to “attain maturity” and “grow into the fullness of Christ” (Mar Thoma 
Constitution, paragraph 5). Through the Holy Spirit, we can grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another. St. James writes that we are to endure in order to “receive the crown 
of life. (James 1:12)”
 
It is interesting to note that the image of crown is connected with the victor’s crown at the 
ancient Greek Olympic Games. The victor would receive a crown made of olive branches. 
The olive tree is a symbol of peace and life. After the Flood, the dove that Noah released 
returned with an olive shoot (Gen 8:11), which showed that the waters receded and that life 
was returning on land. But what kind of life has God planned for those who run the race 
victoriously? The Greek word St. James uses here for life is zoe. It is one of three Greek 
words used in the New Testament to mean ‘life’. The other two are bios (as in ‘biology’) and 
psuche (as in ‘psychology’). Each one has a different use but English language doesn’t show 
that difference. Bios is related to worldly living (see Luke 8:14). Psuche refers to the ‘soul-
life’ or ‘breath of life’ and is connected with mind and inner-being (see Matthew 16:25). Zoe is 
defined as the eternal life of God which is something unique compared to human life (see 
John 1:4). So when Jesus teaches the disciples, “I have come that they may have life and 
have it abundantly” (John 10:10b), he is talking about giving us the opportunity to participate 
in the divine life of God. Do we desire the “life abundant”? It is not the life of worldly 
prosperity (bios) but rather to partake of the divine blessing of life with God (zoe). Let us run 
the race with endurance in order that we too may attain the “crown of life”.



From the Vicar’s Desk

Importance of the 15-day Lent

The month of August starts off with the Fifteen Day Lent (Aug. 1—15), the commemoration of 
the life of St. Mary. The Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ is commemorated in Churches 
across the world, including the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran Churches. 
The Eastern Churches observe a 14-day fast which culminates with the Feast of Dormition 
of St. Mary on the 15th day. This Feast is the commemoration of the “falling asleep” or the 
peaceful death of St. Mary. The 2-week fast is a time of meditation and reflection on the life 
of the Mother of Our Lord, who submitted herself to the will of God. By declaring, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word, (Luke 1:38)” St. Mary 
became an integral part of God’s salvation plan. 

The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church is a Church with ancient roots in the Eastern 
tradition, therefore she observes this Fast. Since Christianity in Kerala (Malankara, “land of 
mountains”) developed separately from the Eastern and Western Churches, its traditions 
also varied. Our Church therefore commemorates the life of St. Mary simply as the Mother 
of Our Lord (Mal. Thamburane prasavichaval, “she who gave birth to the Lord”, from the 4th 
Thub’den prayer) and the most exemplary servant of God. She is the prototype mother. Her 
submission to God (Luke 1:38), her involvement in raising Jesus (Luke 2:48), her pain at his 
death (John 19:26), and her faith that Jesus was God (Acts 1:14) make her the blessed of all 
women and worthy of honor and commemoration (Luke 1:48). During the two weeks of 
fasting and remembering the life of St. Mary, let us learn to practice a life of holiness and 
submission to God’s will.

Upcoming Events

We have the next few months filled with various activities and programs. Our Cultural Fest 
will take place on will be in August. Let us fully participate in it as an expression of the 
talents God has given us. The Parish Convention will be in September. It should be taken as 
a time to revive and renew ourselves and our commitment to God. We are also planning a 
Church Retreat. Let it be a time to strengthen our relationship with God and with one 
another as a church family. A new Sunday School year is beginning. We must uphold these 
and other events in prayer as well as support them through our voluntary time, financial 
support, and wholehearted participation.

My dear parishioner, I exhort you to continue in the love of God and fellowship of one 
another. Though we are small, God has richly blessed us and will continue to do so. Let us 
bring the needs of our parish, our own personal needs, and the needs of those around us to 
God’s throne of grace. Let us continue in prayer and fellowship, act in wisdom, and wait 
patiently for God to work at His time. May God bless us all.

Rev. Jeswin S. John
July 28, 2022

Chicago, Illinois



Summer and Harvest: Abundance of in the Spirit
Luke 6:43-45

“Each tree is recognized by its own fruit” (v. 44a)

 
As we reflect on the summer harvest, we as Malayalees are proud of the 
vegetables produced on our properties.  By spring we set the ground and 
plant seeds or plantlings, put some fertilizers and compost, as well as 
water it.  We will also see challenges to the gardening season with the 
weather, small animals, and bugs eating away from our crops and the 
frustration that comes with it.  But overall, when late July/ early August 
comes, we are happy to see the harvest.  Nowadays many people upload 
pictures on social media of the great harvest the land produced for 
them.  Hard work paid off exceptionally well.
 
Our life is like that, God has through His love put so much effort into 
us.  We are created in His image and our life is made for us to grow in the 
season of this life to glorify Him.  Our life is also filled with many 
challenges and obstacles but overall, we need to ask, are our lives 
growing to be fruitful to the Lord?  When we are called home after the 
harvest of our lives, are we certain God will be proud and tell us “Well 
done good and faithful servant”?  God put His effort in us, He gave His all 
for us and we should live in this world to give our all for Him.
 

Prayer:
 
Gracious Father, thank You for this beautiful life.  It is by Your grace I 
exist.  Help me to live for You.  Amen.
 

Thought for the Day:
 
"Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is 
the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake 
you."

 – Deuteronomy 31:6
 

Rev. Jess M. George
North-East Region Youth Chaplain



VBS 2022

VBS was held from June 22 – June 26, 2022. The theme this year was Spark Studios 
Children received an opportunity to learn new songs, Bible stories, creative crafts and 
participate in fun games, and delicious food.  Spark studio theme provided children to 
ignite their imagination, and learn that they have been created, designed, and 
empowered to use their talents to bring Glory to God. VBS was inaugurated by Rev. 
Philip Varughese. Thank you to Achen & Elsy Kochamma for their prayerful support. 
Sunday June 26, 2022 children presented the wonderful songs they learned during VBS 
at the closing ceremony after service. Thank you to members of CSI Congregation of 
Great lakes who co-hosted this year's VBS. Thank you to all children, volunteers, 
parents, and teachers of CSI & St. John’s Mar Thoma Church, who made Vacation Bible 
School a blessing. Special thank you to the conveners Mrs. Jyothi Varghese, Mrs. 
Saumya Kuriakose, and Mrs. Seena Cherian (CSI) for their time and dedication.  



Church Picnic

St. John’s Mar Thoma Church, church picnic was conducted on July 16, 2022, in 

Bloomer Park, Rochester. The picnic was filled with fun games, tasty food, and 

main a good time of fellowship. Thanks to all who led, coordinated, and helped 

with picnic arrangements. Thank you to all guests and church members for 

participating, the picnic would not have been successful without your presence. 

Lastly Thank you to conveners Mrs. Sunitha Varughese and Mr. Binu Jacob, for 

all their hard work in making this a blessed event.   



Summer and Harvest



AUGUST

8/1 Rajumon George

8/6 Isabel Maria Sam (daughter)

8/8 Charls Thomas

8/11 Sneha Mathew (daughter)

8/12 Rijo Kurian John

8/12 Stephy M. Shaji (daughter)

8/17 Mariamma Thomas (wife)

8/20 P. V. Cherian

8/24 Soumia Thomas (daughter)

8/30 Alexandru Versin

SEPTEMBER

9/5 Mariamma Abraham 
(w/o Abraham Abraham)

9/9 Sony Mathews (son)

9/10 Aleyamma Cherian

9/12 Jennifer Mathew (daughter)

9/18 Manaloor Eapen Eapen

9/18 Shaji Mathew Mannoorethu 

9/22 Rachael John (wife)

9/23 Rejeesh Rajan

9/23 Brandy Lee Goebel

9/26 Saramma Eapen (wife)

9/27 Soolu Thomas (daughter)

9/28 Naomi Liza Issac

OCTOBER

10/3 Alisa Susan Abraham

10/3 Sibin Cherian Mathew (son)

10/5 Saramma Abraham (mother)

10/7 Isaac Jacob Kurian (son)

10/9 Gladson Scaria (son)

10/10 Jibu George Abraham (son)

10/12 Irene Sara John (daughter)

10/13 Jyothi Varghese

10/14 Thomas Thomas Kovoor

10/19 Abraham Abraham

10/19 Mary Mathew (wife)

10/19 Priya Mathews (wife)

10/23 David Sam Varghese (son)

10/24 Lincy Thomas (wife)

10/24 Poovakulathu Jorge Abraham (Raju)

10/24 Shaiju Manaloor Eapen

10/25 Aby Mathews (son)

10/27 Biju Thomas



August

Mr. Charls Thomas & Mrs. Saumya Kuriakose 8/5

Mr. Kurian Palathinkal Jacob & Mrs. Renu Elizabeth 
Thomas

8/20

Mr. George Chacko & Mrs. Annamma Chacko 8/20

Mr. Roy Mathews and Mrs. Jolly Mathews 8/20

Mr. Shaiju Manaloor Eapen & Mrs. Shinu Kuriakose 8/21

Mr. Sunil Koshy Babu & Mrs. Sona Susan Mathews 8/21

Mr. Mathew Cherian & Mrs. Aleyamma Mathew 8/21

Dr. George Koshy Vilanilam & Dr. Priya Ann Mathews 8/22

Mr. Alexandru Versin & Mrs. Sarah Kurian 8/22

Mr. Rejeesh Rajan & Mrs. Bincy Joshua 8/30

September

Mr. Thomas Panamootil Jacob & Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thomas

9/7



UPCOMING EVENTS

Choir Festival (hosted by DMTC) Saturday August 6, 2022

Prayer Meeting (WebEx) Sunday August 7, 2022

Fasting Prayer (WebEx) Monday August 8, 2022

First Fruit Auction Sunday August 14, 2022

Cultural Fest Saturday August 20, 2022

Fasting Prayer (WebEx) Friday September 2, 2022

Prayer Meeting (In-Person) Saturday September 3, 2022

Parish Convention Saturday September 17, 2022 (6 PM – 9 
PM)

Parish Convention Sunday September 18, 2022 (6 PM – 9 
PM

Sunday School Anniversary Sunday September 18, 2022 (after 
service)

Prayer Meeting (In-Person) Saturday October 1, 2022

Fasting Prayer (WebEx) Friday October 7, 2022

Family/Tithe Sunday Sunday October 16, 2022

Church Retreat Friday October 21 – Sunday October 23, 
2022



Greetings to you in the name of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ, 

   On behalf of the St. John’s Mar Thoma Church, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate our Vicar Rev. Jeswin Simon John on his marriage. We 
welcome Aiswarya Samuel Kochamma to our St. John’s family. Let us 
continue to keep Achen and Kochamma in our prayers as they are 
processing their visa. 
As the busy summer months have begun, we as a church have been very 
excited to stay engaged with many church activities.  Let us be thankful to 
God for the enormous blessings that we have received through this parish. 
We have been conducting Holy Qurbana Services in person with more 
members attending services. We are grateful to our Vicar Rev. Jeswin S 
John, and Rev. Philip Varughese & Elsy Kochamma for all their support for 
our worship services. 

Prayer is the strength of our Church. Our prayer groups have been actively 
arranging monthly prayer meetings in person and under the leadership of 
our Vicar fasting prayers are conducted monthly. By the end of July, our 
church was able to successfully coordinate parish day, passion week, VBS, 
and church picnic. 

We have been progressing with many in-person church activities, this year. 
As we enter the next quarter of the year, let us look forward to programs 
such as the first fruit auction, cultural fest, parish convention, Sunday 
school anniversary, & church retreat, etc. We humbly request your 
participation in all the activities. 

The executive committee is thankful to all the families for the blessed, 
fellowship, prayers, and support. We are excited and happy to coordinate 
more in-person services and we pray that we as a church can grow 
together in unity. 

Please continue to pray for our parish and all the family members. 

Thank You 

Shine Eapen

STJMTC Secretary

Message From Secretary Desk
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